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Wyoming Western Adventure – June 2-7, 2013

Cody, Wyoming

The Absaroka Mountains provided the backdrop for a group photo of those in attendance 
for the Diesel RV Club rally in Cody. The full sunlight on a beautiful Thursday morning pro-
vided a high level of “squint value” though it was just warm enough for short-sleeve attire.

Rally Report:

2013 Wyoming Western Adventure Rally in Cody
Wagons Ho! We watched them entering the Absaroka Bay 
Campground in Cody, Wyoming one after another, some 
were wind-weary but all were in one piece. A total of 52 
rigs were registered resulting in 108 members (some with 
grandchildren) attending the week-long, event-filled rally. 
Tom Bullock, Owner of Absaroka Bay Campground, and 
staff were very gracious hosts. Our thanks!!!

Do you know anyone famous? The attendees were intro-
duced to many famous individuals at the opening Welcome 
to Cody Seminar. Each attendee was gifted with a famous 
person’s name taped to their backs and had to guess (with 
the assistance of other attendees questions/facts) who 
their character was. What an entertaining mixer for all.

Continued on page 5
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President’s Paragraphs
by Ken Carpenter, President of DRVC

In this Newsletter you will learn about 
the successful Wyoming Western 
Adventure rally held at the Absaroka 
Bay RV Park in Cody, Wyoming, June 
2 - 7, 2013. You’ll also learn more 
about the decisions made by your 
Board of Directors at the Cody Board 
Meeting and the recommendations 
made to the membership and enacted 

at the Club’s Business Meeting held in Gillette, Wyoming 
on June 20.

One of the major themes at both the Board of Directors 
meeting in Cody and FMCA’s Governing Board Meeting in 
Gillette related to the need for more information to better 
understand the changes in member expectations. This is 
especially true at this time when the decline in member-
ship is being viewed as a conjunction of two major forces 
both of which are beyond our control; the impact of the 
Nation’s economy on our lifestyle and the increasing age 
of our members. We also learned that approximately 5% 
of FMCA members are age 64 or younger, another 5% are 
over age 81 and the remaining 90% are in between with 
the average age being 71. From this perspective, it helps 

us better understand the importance of rethinking what 
we are doing and the kind of changes we need to make in 
order to do a better job of meeting member expectations.

Most of us remember the exchange between Alice and the 
Cheshire Cat in Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland: “If you 
don’t know where you’re going, any road’ll take you there” 
Not being anxious to follow along our present “road” 
blindly, your Board of Directors determined that with your 
input and suggestions we can determine the best road 
to be on at this time in the continuing evolution of your 
Chapter. You will soon receive a survey designed to gather 
your assessment of and satisfaction with the Diesel RV 
Club. A combination of open-ended questions as well as 
quantitative responses will be used to learn how you view 
chapter benefits, resources and activities. We expect this 
survey to be distributed within the next few weeks. When 
you get the survey, please take the few moments required 
to respond to the questions. Remember, feedback is the 
“breakfast of champions” and we need your input in order 
to continue to improve.

Also, with this issue, we welcome our new publications 
editor, Byron Songer. Byron and his wife, Martha, were 
present in Cody and at Gillette.

Travel safely and have a great summer,

Editorially Speaking
by Byron Songer, VP Publications of 
DRVC

With this newsletter you’re seeing 
some changes I’ve taken the liberty to 
implement as your new editor. Before 
getting on with that, I would be dis-
respectful if I didn’t express apprecia-

tion to Lee Zaborowski and his wife, Jeanne, for having 
provided a great model to build on. Lee, you’ve done well 
and it has been noticed.

First, the layout is designed with the idea of in-home 
printing in mind. That means less use of color saturation 
and no full-bleeding of elements to the paper’s edge.

Second, you’ll notice elements of branding with regard to 
the look of Diesel RV Club. This goes beyond the basic logo 
in a way that coordinates in look, graphically and textually. 

In particular, note the use of the piston and rod, which is 
the central point of focus in the logo.

All of this is just “fluff” but not the “main stuff” of the 
newsletter. With this in mind I’d like the newsletter to be 
of more personal value to you whether you’re the pilot or 
copilot. This means getting the newsletter past just sup-
plying reports. Yes, they’re of value but they aren’t what 
keeps us active and involved. Communication is vital to a 
good marriage. In the same way, communication, telling 
our story, is vitally important to the emotional health of 
the Club. It will take your involvement. Fair enough?

So, think of what things appeal to you that may be of 
interest to someone else. Then, take a moment to send 
me a note. It’s your Club and we’re all in this together, 
the building up of DRVC. We’ll go farther faster when we 
cooperate in our common endeavor.
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RV Golf Club is a Valued Partner with Diesel RV Club - To join, go to the DRVC website and click on the RV Golf Club image.

Rear Radiator Cleaning
by Brett Wolfe, Vice President - Technical

By its very design, rear radiator 
motorhomes clog up the cooling 
system fairly quickly. If you picture 
the amount of dirt stirred up from 
the road/shoulder by a 40-foot coach 
with its six tires moving along at 
highway speeds, you understand 
the situation. After all, who wants 
to breath air with grit and dirt in 

the mixture. Certainly, the air breather on your diesel 
doesn’t. Then, pass that dirt-ladened air over the hot (and 
sometimes oily) rear axle, transmission and engine before 
it is sucked up by the cooling fan and forced through the 
after-cooler and then the radiator and the picture becomes 
a dark, unpleasant thing to behold. Those radiators, fins and 
all, will clog up! Certainly, dusty environments accelerate 
this problem but, at a minimum, all rear radiator coaches 
need their after-cooler cleaned once a year.

Most coaches with rear radiators have a sandwiched cooling 
system with after-cooler first in line (closest to the engine) 
and the radiator behind it (toward the back). Note: after-
cooler, inter-cooler and CAC are all the same thing, an 
air-to-air radiator between the turbo and intake manifold. 
There are a very few coaches with stacked after-cooler and 
radiator.

The vast majority of the dirt will be on the front (toward 
the rear axle) side of the forward most component which 
is the after-cooler — cooling air flows from front to back. 
Most frequently access to the top of the engine and the 
radiator is from bedroom or closet at the rear of the coach. 
To get a clear view, shine a strong flashlight inside the fan 
shroud between the fan blades. The fan blades “sling” the 
dirt toward the perimeter, so verify that the perimeter 
is as clean as the center. Ya, I know it is easier to see the 
center, but the fan blades “sling” the dirt to the perimeter 
so there’ll be more than that you might imagine. If it is 
just dirt, a hose and regular nozzle is all you need. If greasy 
or oily, use a mixture of Dawn Ultra dishwashing liquid or 
Extreme Simple Green in a spray bottle. Just make sure to 

rinse it off completely. You need to insure that the perim-
eter is as clean as the center.

 While you are getting dirty, check the engine belts for 
cracks and proper tension. Check the engine coolant per 
your chassis manufacturer’s guidelines (test strips for age 
and chemistry are available for most types of coolant), and 
check your engine manufacturer’s recommendation for the 
thermostat change interval.

With a sandwiched cooling system there is no way to clean 
the front of the after-cooler effectively from the back 
(though it should also be done when cleaning). Water 
pressure sufficient to go through the radiator, air gap, and 
after-cooler with enough force to knock off dirt and grime 
from the front of the after-cooler would most certainly 
bend the radiator fins.

All diesels (Caterpillar, Cummins, etc) built prior to 1/1/07 
vented the crankcase to atmosphere. If this vent is in 
front of the intake for air going to the cooling system, you 
are putting oily vapor as well as dirt into the front of the 
after-cooler. For less than $12, the “blow-by tube can be 
extended to behind the fan shroud intake which elimi-
nates this as a source of cooling system contamination. 
Also verify that the extension only goes downhill from 
the engine (no dip, loop or sag) or you could do serious 
engine damage in cold weather. One of the by-products of 
combustion is water vapor, which can freeze if allowed to 
collect in the extension, and if it blocked the whole tube, 
bad news.

Also, make sure that you are not over-filling the engine oil 
since excess oil is “puked” out the crankcase breather. This 
contributes to the problem and can be easily avoided.

For more on this topic check the DRVC Forum: 
http://forum.dieselrvclub.org
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As the norm, food was the most filling activity. Buffalo 
Bill’s Irma Hotel provided all the meals. Most rallies have 
a hiccup or two – but the Irma Hotel provided additional 
food and salad at no additional charge since there was not 
enough breakfast provisions on the first morning. Thanks 
for understanding to those few who were left out…

Since the daily activity room was one large area, the ladies 
were relegated to the Burger King next door for crafts 
and roundtable discussions – at no additional charge. That 
was the gentlemen’s way of not wanting to hear us ladies 
laughing and enjoying ourselves while the serious main-
tenance seminars were being presented. That was AOK 
with us ladies – we were the hit at Burger King!!! The first 
craft was Pop Top Tabs lanyard – silver pop tops with 
red/white/blue beads and black leather. The second was 
making art with a purchased shirt – laying stencils on the 
shirt and drawing items, alphabet characters, animals 
related to our Western Wyoming Adventure, etc. Many 
ideas were traded during the roundtable discussions plus 
attendees showed their own personal crafts to the group. 
It was an excellent group activity.

During the rally, the new DRVC Logo was the featured 
item – from table decorations to the cupcake cake with the 
logo on the icing as well as the new, DRVC logo clothing 
line. Our sincere thanks to Tammy and Rick Toalson of 
Lone Star Stitches for access to many specialized addi-
tional items showcasing the DRVC logo. The attendees 
kept Tammy’s embroidery machine hopping with addi-
tional orders. 

Tuesday, the free day, was filled with fun and adventure. 
The scavenger hunt, photo contest, variety of scenic areas, 
museums, and other places kept ride sharers entertained 
and amazed. Never have there been so many unique expla-
nations as to the items found during the scavenger hunt 
– so after all the verifications were completed – we wound 
up with a three-way tie. The photo contest saw some inter-
esting entries and was judged a great success. Three levels 
of winners from three categories were awarded prizes. The 
categories included scenic, animal/person, and structure. 
Congratulations to all who entered and won.

A special treat for the entire group was dessert on Wednes-
day night. Tim Kellogg is the Meeteetse (WY) Chocolatier. 
This young man began developing different chocolates to 
further his rodeo career. Each attendee received a truffle 

Rally in Cody  –  Continued from page 1

(all different flavors) for dessert. What a treat to savor 
awesome chocolate.

A special “thank you” goes to Peggy and Dick Woods for 
their seminar showcasing SkyMed’s medical emergency 
evacuation insurance. We all wish to feel protected while 
on the road, and SkyMed is an excellent option.

The Games were fierce competition this rally. Everyone 
enjoyed these stable activities – Bean Bag Toss and Bean 
Bag Baseball.

And last but not least – the Charity for the Rally – Para-
lyzed Veterans of America. Through the generosity of the 
attendees, the club was able to send a check to PVA for 
$680 plus $120 in personal checks – YES $800 total. 

The really last Hurrah! was Friday AM Breakfast…..not 
continental but a substantial one. Burger King gave us a 
great discount and breakfast in the activity hall was excel-
lent!!! Attendance was great with a wonderful sendoff.

Your rally hosts are so very fortunate to have the oppor-
tunity to welcome some pretty special people on a pretty 
special rally adventure in Cody Wyoming. Our goal was 
for you to experience some new adventures and see some 
natural beauty that possibly you have not encountered 
as yet in your personal RV travels as well learning more 
about your RV. We hope we succeeded. We look forward to 
spending more RV Rally Adventures with you again soon.

Your hosts – Ken and Lida Carpenter 
Derrel and Kathé Letulle

NORTH
TEXAS
RV

Jon Reller
11399 US Hwy 380 West
Krum, Texas 76249
jon@ntrvrepair.com

(940) 482-0186
Tol Free (888) 399-0973

Fax (940) 482-0187
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Minutes of the Gillette Business Meeting
Thursday, June 20, 2013
Gillette, Wyoming

On behalf of Diesel RV Club, Brett Wolfe honors Don Tallman, 
founder, with a plaque at the close of the Business Meeting 
held in Gillette during the 2013 FMCA Family Reunion.

Continued on page 7

I. Call to Order

A. The Business Meeting of the Diesel RV Club was 
called to order by President Ken Carpenter at 5:30 
PM.

B. Byron Songer led the group in an invocation 
immediately after the Call to Order.

C. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Don Tallman, 
founder of our Club.

II. Introductory Remarks

A. Mr. Carpenter recognized the Officers that were 
present. They included Carpenter, Tom Bernardi, 
Kathé Letulle, Susan Gerrity, Brett Wolfe, Dianne 
Wolfe, and Natasha Nichols. Not present were 
Tom Treece, Vern Weldy, George Young, Lee 
Zaborowski, and Julie Lauderdale.

B. President Carpenter also recognized the members 
of the Nominating Committee which included 
Dianne Wolfe (chair), Joe Hipp, Darrel Letulle, 
and Rett Porter.

C. The presence of Dave Koppenhofer, the Executive 
Director of North American OEM Business 
with Cummins, was given special mention by 
Carpenter.

III. Reports

A. The minutes of the previous meeting, held in 
Indianapolis during the FMCA Family Reunion, 
were brought to the attention of the Membership. 
When asked if there were any corrections or 
additions as published on the club’s website and 
distributed through the newsletter, there was no 
response. A motion was made and seconded that 
the minutes be approved as published. The motion 
was accepted by vote of the Membership.

B. Treasurer Kathé Letulle presented the report from 
the Audit Committee composed of independent 
Club members Roger Herr, Tammy Toalson, 
and Rod Kenly with Tom Bernardi, senior vice 
president, representing Chapter’s management. 
The audit was performed June 7, 2013 for the 
fiscal year ending December 31, 2012. Their 
report is as follows. “All audit program steps 
were completed with the exception that the audit 

committee was unable to review the 2012 budget 
compared to the 2012 actual financial results, 
because they were told the 2012 budget was 
never approved by the Board of Directors.” The 
audit revealed that all was in order and followed 
acceptable standards.

1. The summarized balance at the end of 2012 
was $65,376.93. Of that total the general 
operating balance was $34,362.91 and the 
rally fund balance was $31,014.02

2. The current balance for the combined accounts 
is $58,345.32

3. Key points brought forward were:

a) Budgets for 2013 and 2014 are balanced 
and do not project a deficit.

b) The Cody Rally came in under budget.

4. Ken Carpenter noted that a copy of the 
audited 2012 financial statement and the 
current balance statement was posted at the 
back of the room. He then asked for a motion 
and second to receive the report as presented. 
After being moved and seconded, the 
Membership approved the report of the report 
of the Audit Committee.
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Gillette Minutes  –  Continued from page 6

C. Since VP Rally Coordinator Vern Weldy was not 
present, President Carpenter provided a report in 
his absence.

1. Cody Rally (most recent) - 53 units were 
registered with a total attendance of 108. The 
50/50 raffle raised $1200 of which $800 went 
to the Paralyzed Veterans Association.

2. Brunswick Rally (forthcoming) - The theme is 
“Georgia On My Mind” and will be held at the 
Coastal Georgia RV Resort March 2-7, 2014. 
The rally will feature a shrimp boat cruise, 
eight catered meals (breakfasts and dinners), 
and a catch-and-release fishing derby. Rally 
hosts are Jack and Gerry Conway. Co-hosts are 
John and Helen Miller. The rally will be prior 
to the FMCA Family Reunion in Perry.

3. A regional rally in California is being planned 
and a major rally will be held in Oregon prior 
to the FMCA event in August 2014.

D. VP Membership Susan Gerrity delivered her 
report.

1. Current membership is at 715 compared to 
833 at the same time one year ago.

2. A new membership management and web 
page system (Wild Apricot) has been put 
in place and is currently online. The system 
supports payment via PayPal, sends invoices 
and membership cards, and supports email 
“blasts” to all members for whom information 
exists. It also is set to credit members $5 for 
referring new members.

3. 517 members have logged into view/edit their 
profiles or have used the system to join/renew.

E. Mr. Carpenter presented the VP Inventory Report 
in the absence of Tom Treece. He noted that new 
Logo Merchandise was now available through 
Tammy Toalson, a Chapter member whose 
company, Lonestar Stitches, will be handling the 
embroidered items.

1. The Chapter will only stock standard white ball 
cap and full logo men’s and women’s full logo 
polo shirts. Other shirts, with approved logo 
design, will be available directly from Lonestar 
Stitches.

2. Old CAT logo merchandise has been marked 
down to rock bottom prices. Shopping cart 

and mail-in orders are priced to include free 
shipping so the Club can quickly liquidate the 
inventory.

3. New Diesel RV Club ladder “Eggs” are now 
available at $15 each.

F. Brett Wolfe, VP Technical, reported there had been 
over 500,000 total page views since restructuring 
the Forum. There are, at present, 2117 registered 
participants. The Forum is receiving approximately 
800 page views per day. The total number of posts 
to the Forum is at 17,000.

G. Dianne Wolfe, who was appointed to represent 
DRVC at the meeting of FMCA’s Governing Board, 
shared that the convention had been planned and 
budgeted for 2100 units and that over 2200 were 
in attendance. As a result, the Gillette meeting 
would cover the projected expenses. 

1. New officers elected to serve FMCA include 
Charlie Adcock (President), Jon Walker 
(Senior Vice President). Vickie Ferrari 
(Secretary), and Percy Bell (Treasurer).

2. FMCA has not borrowed from reserve funds 
since November 2011 and the forecast for 
2013 is to have a surplus.

H. Ken Carpenter expressed appreciation to Tom 
James in helping build DRVC’s Valued Partner 
program. Because of this action the Club now has 
several participating vendors. They include five 
Freightliner Oasis dealers offering 10% discount 
on parts and labor. Other Valued Partners are: 
Alfateer’s Service Center, Coach Supply Direct, 
Fire Life & Safety (Mac the Fire Guy), MCD 
Innovations, Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead, 
Premier Motor Coach Services, RV Glass Solutions, 
RVinciDents, and Sky Med International.

1. DRVC is an affiliate of RV Golf Club whose 
president and founder, Jim Vernes, was 
present for recognition.

2. Peggy Wood, an Ambassador with SkyMed, 
was also introduced.

IV. New Business

A. The current dues policy was reviewed with the 
Membership noting that the basic fee had not 
been increased in nine years. The Board, after 

Continued on page 12
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Wyoming Western Adventure

Seeking Participation in Membership Survey
Your Board has designed a Member Satisfaction and 
Preference Survey, a link to which will be included in the 
online version of this Newsletter. For those few members 
who do not have an email address on file, a print form of 
the survey will be sent to the mailing address of record.

The Survey is designed so that the Board can get an assess-
ment of your level of satisfaction and value with your Club 
membership, the benefits of belonging to the Chapter, 
your willingness to recommend the Club to friends and 
acquaintances, the effectiveness of Club membership as 

it relates to the enjoyment of your motorhome, your use 
of the Club website and technical forum, and both rally 
attendance and rally activities. Also probed is your inter-
est in attending local area rallies, the Club’s newsletter, 
and your suggestions on things the Club could do to better 
serve the membership.

Participating in the survey should not take an undue 
amount of time on your part. It is less than 30 questions 
and can be completed in less than 15 minutes.

Continued on page 8

Above: Women’s crafts at Burger King 

Below: 3rd place photo for structure.

Above: Henry & Darlene Hatcher
Center: Tammy Toalson
Below: Three amigos aka Curly, Moe and Larry
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Absaroka Bay    CodyE e

Survey participants who furnish 
their email address will participate 
in a drawing for Diesel RV Club 
prizes. A total of three prizes will be 
drawn: a One-year DRVC Member-
ship, a Diesel RV Club “Egg” and 
Ladder Bracket, and, a full logo Polo 
Shirt (either Men’s or Women’s). The 

survey results will be published along with the names of 
the prize winners in the next issue of Travelore.

Membership Survey  –  Continued on page 12

Above: Richard & Susan Schultz
Center: Matthew Schipper

Below: Joe Hipp and Lex Schmaltz

Above: Men at Brett’s diesel tech seminar

Below: Baseball winners get a PayDay 

To take the survey members may respond to an eBlast to 
be sent the first of August or may go to the DRVC website 
(www.dieselrvclub.org) and click on the icon as shown 
within this article.

The officers thank you in advance for setting aside enough 
time and attention to provide guidance and direction for 
your Club through the survey mechanism.SURVEY

MEMBER

SURVEY

MEMBER
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Valued Partner  Parts Discount Service Discount
Comments 
Website

Alfateers Service Centers, Inc. 5% 5%
Alfateers provides service for most major makes and models of motorhomes and other RVs, and offer 
a free RV wash and carpet shampoo with every qualified service. Services include upgrades, collision, 
accidental damage, and maintenance service. Fontana, CA 
www.alfateersrvservice.com

ATC Freightliner – Tulsa 10% 10%
A Freightliner Oasis Dealer, discount applies to all parts and service. Tulsa, OK 
atcfreightliner.com

Carolina CAT  10% 10%
A Caterpillar dealer in North Carolina with locations in Asheville, Charlotte, Greensboro, Monroe, 
and Statesville. 
www.carolinacat.com

Coach Supply Direct 5% N/A 
Coach Supply is offering a 5% discount off their already competitive prices – the discount applies to 
all products listed on website 
www.CoachSupplyDirect.com.

Fire & Life Safety  10% N/A  
Mac the Fire Guy is offering a 10% Valued Partner discount on RV Fire Safety equipment 
and supplies. 
macthefireguy.com

Gregory Poole Equipment Company 10% 10%
A Caterpillar dealer in North Carolina with locations in Fayetteville, Garner and Mebane. 
Gregory Poole is one of two Caterpillar certified Level 3 RV Service centers. 
www.gregorypoole.com

MacAllister Power Systems 10% 10%
A Caterpillar dealer in Indiana with locations in Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, Lafayette, South Bend, 
Terre Haute and Washington. 
www.macallister.com/locations

MCD Innovations  10% N/A
MCD is offering a 10% discount on all shade purchases. They offer a full line of day/night manual 
and power shades. 
www.mcdinnovations.com

Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead (Sprinter Dealer) 10% 10% 
Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead, Peoria, AZ is offering a 10% discount on parts and service for all 
Sprinter platform makes and models.  
www.arrowheadmb.com

Valued Partner List
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Valued Partner  Parts Discount Service Discount
Comments 
Website

Orlando Freightliner 10% 10%
Orlando Freightliner, an Oasis dealer, is offering a 10% discount on all parts and service. 
www.orlandofreightliner.com

Premier Motor Coach Services 10% 10% 
Premier Motor Coach Services (Tucson, AZ) is offering a 10% discount on parts and service. Please 
note the new location conveniently located at I-10 & Exit 264 (Palo Verde).  
www.PremierMCS.com

RV Glass Solutions 10% with cap
RV Glass Solutions offers a 10% discount on service with a maximum of $75 per appointment. They 
have crews at FMCA Family Reunions as well as 2500 servicing locations across the US and Canada. 
http://www.rvglasssolutions.com/about_us.html

RVinciDents, Inc.  10% 10%
An RV repair, body and paint specialty company in Nixa, MO, they provide high quality repair ser-
vices for all types of RVs, buses and trailers.  
www.rvincidents.net

Stoops Freightliner 10% 10%
A Freightliner Oasis dealer offering 10% off on parts and service at its New Haven, Indiana location. 
www.stoops.com

Truck Centers of Arkansas 10% 10%
A Freightliner Oasis dealer offering 10% off on parts and service at its Springdale, Arkansas location. 
www.truckcentersar.com 

Truck Country of Decorah 10% 10%
A Freightliner Oasis dealer offering 10% off on parts and service at its Decorah, Iowa location. 
www.truckcountry.com/locations/decorah.cfm

   

S A L  E S     A  N D     S  E  R V  I  C E
Roger Crawford
Service
7201 N. I-35, Denton, TX 76207
940-387-2878 • 866-724-2378 • Fax 940-220-5788
BestValueRV.com • Roger@BestValueRV.com

Valued Partner List (continued)

GeorgiA
on my mind

GeorgiA
on my mind

Spring Rally – Diesel RV Club – March 2-7, 2014
Coasta Georgia RV Resort – Brunswick, Georgia

http://www.dieselrvclub.org/rally

LADY ARVEY

LADY ARVEY

•	 Eight	catered	meals.
•	 All-you-can-eat	

shrimp	boat	excursion
•	 Shopping	on	Jekyl	and	

St.	Simons	islands
•	 Catch-and-release	

fishing	derby
•	 Seminars	and	crafts
•	 Interaction	with	DRVC	

friends
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reviewing the situation and with an awareness 
that Caterpillar and it’s dealer network were 
no longer providing financial support, was 
recommending an increase from $15 to $25. The 
change would also involve all members being 
allowed to received a printed version of the 
newsletter at no additional cost. The action would 
also mean the Club would not operate at a deficit. 
After some discussion, it was moved to accept the 
recommendation. The motion was seconded and 
approved with no exception.

B. Verbiage for the Standing Rules were presented. 
These changes involved corrective wording of 
positions for Senior Vice President, Treasurer, VP 
Publishing, and Alternate National Director. The 
changes were printed and available for members 
to view. There being no concern expressed, the 
changes were approved as presented.

C. The Nominating Committee presented a slate of 
officers to be elected (résumés were posted at the 
back of the room). Members of the committee are 
Dianne Wolfe (chair), Joe Hipp, Darrel Letulle, 
and Rett Porter. The following were presented: 
Senior Vice President, Tom Bernardi; Treasurer, 
Kathé Letulle; VP Publishing, Byron Songer; and 
Alternate National Director, Tom Treece

D. After some procedural guidance from Parliamen-
tarian Natasha Nichols, nominations for the 
positions were closed and the Membership 
proceeded to unanimously elect the slate of 
officers as presented.

E. Election of 2014 Nominating Committee 
Ken Carpenter referenced the fact that our 
Standing Rues call for not less than three and 
not more than five members be elected at Annual 
Meeting. For 2014 the following officer will be 
elected: President, VP Inventory, VP Membership, 
VP Technical, Secretary, and National Director for 
FMCA. He also pointed out that serving on the 
Committee does not prohibit an individual from 
serving in an office or being nominated from the 
Floor. However, the Committee is to be nominated 
from the Floor. The following were nominated 
with all indicating willingness to serve: Dianne 
Wolfe, Marcie Quarisa, Tom James, and Helen 
Miller.

Gillette Minutes  –  Continued from page 7

F. There being no other nominees proposed the 
nominations for 2014 Nominating Committee 
were closed, moved, seconded, and unanimously 
approved by voice vote of the Membership.

V. Special Appreciation

A. Creation of a new logo – special recognition 
goes to: Robert Huffhines, Rich Shamory, Byron 
Songer, and Lee Zaborowski.

B. Creation of usage guidelines for newsletter, 
letterhead, website and logo merchandise – special 
recognition goes to: Byron Songer and Tom 
Bernardi.

C. New Logo Merchandise – special recognition goes 
to: Tammy Toalson of Lone Star Stitches, Tom 
Treece, Kathé Letulle, Tom Bernardi, Byron Songer 
and Lee Zaborowski.

D. Conversion to new online membership and event 
management system in addition to development 
of the new website and upgrades to our technical 
forum ( which includes updating our operating 
procedures and steps to integrate membership 
transactions with our Quicken record-keeping 
system – special recognition goes to: Tom 
Bernardi, Kathé Letulle, and Tim and Susan 
Gerrity.

E. Creation of a Rally Master Handbook docu-
menting what it takes to put on a successful rally 
and providing resources to guide planning and 
conformance with FMCA liability requirements 
and Chapter financial policies – Special recog-
nition goes to: Dianne Wolfe, Tom Bernardi and 
Kathé Letulle.

F. Valued Partner Program providing significant 
discounts on parts and services to our members, 
the program being structured along the lines of 
successful programs of the Beaver Ambassadors, 
Freightliner Chassis Owners Chapter, and Country 
Coach International – special recognition goes to: 
Lee Zaborowski and Tom James.

G. In closing, a special award with plaque was 
presented to Founder Don Tallman by Brett Wolfe.

VI. Adjournment – there being no further business to 
conduct, the meeting was adjourned with pizza, wine, 
and soft drinks served by a group of DRVC volunteers.
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Report of FMCA Governing Board
By Dianne Wolfe, Temporary Delegate, Diesel RV Club

o P&P Committee brought the handbook in line 
with previously passed changes to the by-laws.

FMCA’s financial position has improved markedly. Here 
are some of the highlights:

• FMCA has not dipped into reserves since 
November 2011.

• Forecasting a balanced budget for 2013 (with an 
expected surplus of over $100,000).

• 2014 budget was approved with a projected sur-
plus in excess of $40,000 for 2014.

• Some of the 2013 and projected 2014 surplus will 
need to be spent on maintenance of assets (repav-
ing the parking lot in Cincinnati, etc) which have 
been neglected in recent years.

A major hardware and software upgrade is being deployed 
in Cincinnati for membership management. This will also 
upgrade desktop systems used by the staff.

There was also a lengthy discussion and concern for the 
staff at FMCA’s headquarters in Cincinnati. They have 
been working with a decreased number of staff for sev-
eral years and have had no raises for some period of time. 
Morale, burnout, and attrition are all a serious concern. A 
modest cost of living raise has been approved for the staff 
and the Governing Board asked that the Finance Commit-
tee look into the feasibility of reinstating the 401K pro-
gram as soon as financially possible.

Since our National Director, Julie Lauderdale, was unable 
to attend the FMCA Convention in Gillette, and the office 
of Alternate National Director was vacant, I was elected 
Temporary Delegate to represent the Diesel RV Club at the 
annual Governing Board Meeting in Gillette, Wyoming.

Below is a summary of the topics discussed and decisions 
made during the Governing Board Meeting.

The Gillette International Convention was budgeted to 
break even with an attendance of 2100 coaches. Since 
attendance was over 2200, the convention is projected to 
make money.

Results of the National Officer Election are as follows:
• Charlie Adcock, National President
• Jon Walker, National Senior Vice President
• Vickie Ferrari, National Secretary
• Percy Bell, National Treasurer

Perry, Georgia was selected as the location for the next 
winter 2014 International Convention at the Governing 
Board Meeting last summer. 

At this summer’s meeting, we voted on locations for In-
ternational Conventions for the next two years. There was 
much discussion about having one Convention versus two 
each year, and as you can see, at this point we have one 
scheduled for 2016, and two scheduled for both 2014 and 
2015. These locations are all pending successful contract 
negotiations. See the FMCA website for exact dates of 
each event.

• Summer 2014 -  Redmond, Oregon
• Winter 2015 - Pomona, California
• Summer 2015 - Madison, Wisconsin
• Summer 2016 - Indianapolis, Indiana

Several Governance issues were discussed and voted on, 
including the following by-law and P&P modifications:

o 120-day notice to the Governing Board for 
changes to annual dues. Passed.

o Permanent vacancy of the Office of President will 
be filled by the Senior Vice President. Passed.

o Consecutive term limits of a maximum of four 
consecutive years imposed on members of the 
Executive Board. Failed.

Your Name Here
Any Town, ST

F123456

Got your name badge yet?

$11.50 at the online store
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2012 Diesel RV Club Inflows and Outflows Statement Audited June 7, 2013

   - Total - - Operating - - Rally -

January 1, 2012 Beginning Balance $ 74,522.59 $ 26,640.07 $ 47,882.52

INFLOWS …
 Dues $ 10,750.00 $ 10,750.00 $ 0.00
 Printed Newsletter Fees  560.00  560.00  0.00
 Rally Revenue  30,805.83  0.00  30,805.83
 Cash Missing - Membership  -20.00  -20.00  0.00
 Charity  1,575.00  1,575.00  0.00
 Merchandise Sales  2,219.75  2,219.75  0.00
 Repair Center Funding Reclass  -4,000.00  0.00  -4,000.00
 Electronic Correspondence Rev  711.42  711.42  0.00
 TOTAL INFLOWS $ 42,602.00 $ 15,796.17 $ 26,805.83

OUTFLOWS …
 Board Meetings $ 1,450.57 $ 1,450.57 $ 0.00
 Business Meetings (Kerrville & Indianapolis)  1,256.96  1,256.96  0.00
 Rallies & Rally Certificates  40,906.33  0.00  40,906.33
 Bank Charge - Membership  12.00  12.00  0.00
 Charitable Donations  1,625.00  1,625.00  0.00
 Club Craft  182.75  182.75  0.00
 Merchandise Inventory  -1,770.70  -1,770.70  0.00
 Information Systems and Software  1,625.43  1,625.43  0.00
 Office Expenses  798.42  798.42  0.00
 Newsletters  2,527.07  2,527.07  0.00
 Member Recruitment Program  15.00  15.00  0.00
 Officer Rally Reimbursement  6,602.03  0.00  6,602.03
 PayPal Fees  350.83  350.83  0.00
 Rally Fee Reduction Allocation  -4,000.00  0.00  -4,000.00
 Rally-in-a-Rally  165.97  0.00  165.97
TOTAL OUTFLOWS  51,747.66  8,073.33  43,674.33

December 31, 2012 Ending Balance $ 65,376.93 $ 34,362.91 $ 31,014.02

Treasurer’s Report
by Kathé Letulle, Treasurer of DRVC

The report that follows is a summa-
tion of the details presented to the 
audit committee. The findings of the 
Audit Committee are presented on the 
next page of this newsletter.

NOTE: All Treasurer Reports are 
based on the calendar year with Cash 
basis accounting as the foundation. 

Any reclassification of accounts from the previous cal-
endar year period are reflected in this fiscal year for the 

club. The Spring Rally Accounting will always be skewed as 
inflows and outflows are reported in two calendar years. 
The financial balance in the general fund is sufficient to 
enable the club to be solvent for future years. 

The financial balance in the rally account is sufficient to 
support future rallies. There must be a reserve as the club 
is obligated to set forth deposits for future rally sites, 
caterers, entertainers and other obligations that may arise. 
The Diesel RV Club holds reserves for at least four rallies 
in advance.
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Annual Audit
According to Club Bylaws, the Club’s books were audited 
by Roger Herr, Tammy Toalson, and Rod Kenly,  indepen-
dent club members, on June 7, 2013 for balances ending 
December 31. 2012. Tom Bernardi, Senior Vice President, 
was Chapter Management’s representative at the audit 
and issued the report on behalf of the audit committee. 

“All audit program steps were completed with the excep-
tion that the audit committee was unable to review 
the 2012 Budget compared the 2012 Actual Financial 
results, because they were told the 2012 Budget was 
never approved by the Board of Directors.”

Our thanks to Rod, Tammy and Roger for volunteering for 
this needed review and the professional manner in which 
it was conducted.

Respectfully submitted: Kathé Letulle, Treasurer

Who Needs SkyMed?
According to SkyMed, anyone who travels more than 100 
air miles from their home as a vacationer or a recreation 
vehicle owner would gain peace of mind from SkyMed’s 
medical evacuation service.

If you’re ill or injured, home–or your hometown hospital–
is where you and your family need to be. SkyMed’s defini-
tion of home is simple: Home is where you say it is.

SkyMed’s services are unmatched, which is a great benefit 
for members. Their services encompass the USA, Canada, 
Mexico, Bermuda, the Caribbean, and the Bahamas. Peggy 
Wood, an Ambassador with SkyMed, says that anyone 
comparing their product with its competition will discover 
the superiority of SkyMed’s medical evacuation service.

Contact Ms. Wood at peggy.wood@skymed.com or call her 
at 800-475-9633 for more information.
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O�cial publication of the Diesel RV Club, an international chapter of FMCA

3590 Round Bottom Road
Cincinnati, OH 45244-3026

(888) 777-6778
Info@RVGlassExperts.com

Nationwide Mobile
RV Windshield Installation

NationwideWarranty

RV Glass Solutions specializes in nationwide mobile 
RV windshield replacement. With one phone call, 
our experts will arrange for installation by a qualified 
motorhome glass technician at one of 2300 locations 
nationwide, ship your new RV windshield and take care 
of the insurance and billing details so you don’t have to. 
It’s that easy! We also offer side window repair at our 
Coburg, Oregon and Phoenix, Arizona Service Centers.

INSURANCE SERVICESINSURANCE SERVICES

Any RV - Any Size
Any Time - Online

Overland Insurance has been a premier supplier of a�ordable 
Recreational Vehicle insurance for over 40 years.

Look no further when you want the best
RV insurance coverage at the lowest possible cost.

Let Overland Insurance Services prepare a customized
motor home or travel trailer insurance proposal .

You’ll be amazed how much coverage your
premium dollar will buy.

Get a Free RV Insurance Quote Online through DRVC!
https://www.myrvquote.com/drv

Expert windshield replacement…

…anywhere your travels take you.


